


about the ok challenge

In early 2025, OK You put out a call to high school
students across the country, asking them to share
their creative ideas for managing stress and worry.
After all, when it comes to navigating challenging
times, they are the experts on the subject.

From a pandemic to climate disasters, gun violence,
and attacks on their identities, young people have
been through it all — and through it all, they’ve
continued to find new ways forward.

These students not only belong at the center of the
mental health conversation — they have the wisdom,
creativity, and lived experience to lead the way for
their peers, younger students, and future generations.

From Oregon to Texas to New Jersey, students rose to
the challenge, and with deep appreciation for
everyone who participated, we are honored to
present our 2025 OK Challenge finalists.



1st place winner: Ari Romero
Deal Your Feel

I wanted to do the OK Challenge because it can be
hard to figure out how to keep your mental health in
a good spot when life is moving really fast. I wanted
to make something that people can use to ground
themselves and to have small wins every day.

My project supports inner wellness because it helps
lay out a plan that someone can use to help structure
their day. In addition, it helps boost a person's mental
health because they are being reminded of things
that are inspiring or funny. The activity also helps
structure long term planning, as when you draw a
card with a goal on it, you chip away at it, which
helps people achieve long term goals. In total, this
activity supports inner wellness by boosting mental
health and confidence, while also giving a space to
work towards big accomplishments.





2nd place winner: Hope Nielson
Happiness Butterflies

I wanted to create something that could capture all
of someone's happy thoughts and moments.
Personally, I love being creative and normally draw
or dance to get rid of worries, so I thought I would
be the perfect person to accept this sort of
challenge. I thought about how butterflies always
bring me joy, so I created a tree that collects
happiness butterflies and slowly becomes more
alive and joyful with each butterfly. It supports inner
wellness by supporting the idea that you should be
able to feel good about things in your life and
remember that there are so many things to be
grateful for. My hope is that as people create their
own butterfly trees, as the butterflies grow, they will
realize how their worries are much smaller than
they thought.





3rd place winner: Margarette Balderas
Wheel of Wellness

I decided to participate in the OK Challenge because
I wanted to be part of something that encourages
positivity and motivates people to prioritize their
well-being. As a student, I often find myself
overwhelmed by things such as my academics and
responsibilities, so I came up with the Wheel of
Wellness activity, which is an interactive tool
designed to help people manage their well-being in
a simple and engaging way. I have several de-
stressing activities that I also practice when I feel
overwhelmed, and I thought that I could tie it all
together in one tool and make it more fun. My
activity empowers people to take control of their
wellness and have fun at the same time. It is about
taking a second to check in with yourself and reflect.
This activity made me realize how important it is to
slow down and check in with myself often.  I hope it
can help more people see wellness in a more fun and
manageable way, and remind people that the
strength is already within us, we just have to find the
right tools to bring it out!





Leah Almeida
Little Moments: A Board Game

Today's world is constantly busy — it always feels like
we're rushing from one task to the next, making it
easy to miss the small things in life. I believe that it's
these small moments that make life beautiful, so I
created this board game to make slowing down and
taking in the details fun and easy. Mindfulness
doesn't have to be complicated or serious. It can be
as simple as sitting outside in the sun for five minutes!
Each of the activities on this board game makes
space for the small joys that make life better. It's
intended to help ground people, even in the busiest
of times, by taking a couple minutes each day to
engage in an activity that makes you pause and
reflect. As a high school student juggling the
academic, social, work, and familial responsibilities, I
know firsthand how overwhelming life can get and
how easily stress can creep into the picture. That's
why I believe it's so important to have simple ways to
reconnect with your "okay self", which knows that
things will be all right, even in the chaos. Taking care
of our mental health doesn't have to be a huge
commitment. Sometimes, it's just about slowing down
and appreciating what's already around us. This
game is my way of sharing that feeling.





Maya Altug
mindfulness map and “What’s in My Control?”

I decided to participate in the OK Challenge because
I thought it would be fun and a chance to get
creative! I’ve had the idea of a Mindfulness Map
since I was little, and am glad I could finally put it
onto paper. This project allows individuals to come
up with fun ways to practice mindfulness, and is a
great reminder to be mindful throughout the day.

“What’s in My Control?” is a project that helps you
rebalance by remembering what you can and can’t
control in a situation. It really helps put things into
perspective when you’re feeling overwhelmed. 







Alessandra Arteaga
Magilandia

Making fantasy or magical characters has always
been enjoyable for me. I wanted to turn my interest
into an activity that could be enjoyed and done by
others. My project supports inner wellness since it
helps others express themselves through drawings
with an unlimited amount of creativity. Drawing
whatever you want can also be very therapeutic and
rewarding to many. Creating this activity has been
helpful for me as it allowed me to experience making
and creating something new. I worked with different
styles and techniques I wasn’t used to in order to get
the results shown in the artwork.





Alexa Aybar
Frankensteining Paper

I participated in the OK Challenge because I wanted
to share a relaxing hobby of mine with other young
people.  When I'm feeling like one of my sketch pages
is empty and lacks character, I start a collage with
newspaper, fabric, and found objects. Making
collages helps me think outside the box when I have
stress due to art block and can’t find inspiration to
draw. Collaging helps the mind be clear and helps
with the creative process. 





Jonah Beanblossom
Create Your OK Place

I love drawing architecture and interior design, and
so when I am stressed or I need a break, I relax by
drawing something or somewhere that makes me
feel safe and happy. My activity helps you focus on
what is important to you, recenter yourself, and focus
on yourself when you need it most. It has helped me
find a passion that I love, and has also helped me
create a space where I can focus and be myself, both
in my head, and in real life. 

. 



STEP 1

CLOSE YOUR EYES AND IMAGINE THE PLACE
WHERE YOU FEEL MOST COMFORTABLE IN,
OR IF YOU ALREADY SEE A PLACE THAT YOU

LOVE USE THAT AS A REFERANCE.  

STEP 3
NEXT, SEE ALL THE MEDIUM DETAILS

(FURNITURE, WALL ART, SHELVES) AND
DRAW THEIR OUTLINES IN LIGHT LINES.

STEP 2
SEE ALL THE BIG DETAILS FIRST  (WHERE
THE WALLS START AND END, WHERE A
LADER IS, WHERE DORWAYS ARE) AND

DRAW THOSE DETAILS ON YOUR PAPER IN
LIGHT LINES.

Supplies: For this project, you will need: two pencils or pens of different line
weights, paper, and an imagination or reference image

PROJECT:
Create your OK place

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE OUR FAVORITE PLACE,
WHETHER IT’S HOME, A REAL PLACE, OR AN
IMAGINARYYY, CRAZYYY, AND WHIMSYYY ONE!
EVEN THOUGH YOU CAN’T ALWAYS BE THERE
PHYSICALLY, OUR BRAINS CAN HELP YOU BE

THERE MENTALLY.

STEP 4
DRAW THE SMALL DETAILS (STUFFED

ANIMALS, RUGS, COOL TOYS, LIGHTS) AND
DRAW THOSE DETAILS IN LIGHT LINES

STEP 5

DARKEN THE LINES, WITH YOUR OTHER
PENCIL OR PEN, TO DRAW ATTENTION TO

IMPORTANT DETAILS.

TIP
USING PERSPECTIVE POINTS HELPS A TON!

TIP
YOU WILL THINK OF ALL THE SMALL

THINGS WHEN DRAWING, SO IT’S BEST TO
DO IT LAST TO GET AS MUCH AS

POSSIBLE

MAKE SURE TO HAVE FUN AND KEEP GOING! YOU CAN LABEL YOUR SKETCHES AND
SEE HOW YOU IMPROVE, OR HOW CRAZY YOUR OK PLACE GETS!



Schon Beanblossom
Collage Mind Map

I came up with this idea because collage is already
one of my favorite mediums. Additionally, I have
heard of mind maps as a way for creatives to work
through problems and plan out ideas. I thought this
would be an interesting way to combine my hobby
with a mindfulness exercise! Creating a mind map or
vision board is really useful if you feel overwhelmed
or your mind feels cluttered. Putting inner thoughts
and ideas down on paper helps you visualize what is
giving you stress. Anxiety and stress often cause us to
catastrophize small issues and overthink every little
thing. When you are tasked with visually representing
those inner thoughts, it makes you reconsider what
issues are worth spending mental energy on. This
activity has been extremely helpful for me to cope
with stressors in my life. I can get caught in a cycle of
worry and overthinking. Creating a mind map gets
me to focus back into the present and really
interrogate the worries I’m having. I always try to
include current likes and interests on my mind map
as well. This brings me creative inspiration and
positivity!





Tsion Ermias
PinBoard

I wanted to participate in the OK challenge to give
other students reliable advice on how to deal with
stress in a healthy way! This activity supports inner
wellness as it uses box breathing techniques to allow
viewers to completely forget about the stress they
are dealing with and reflect on all their achievements
and the goals they are working towards. While
working on this activity, I felt a bit stressed managing
the homework from the IB program. However, sitting
down and focusing on the things I love helped me
refocus my attention on what really matters, which is
happiness!





Luke Histand
Trash Creatures

If there’s one thing about the world, it’s that there’s a
lot of trash in it. What’s most annoying about this is
the potential in this trash. Plenty of artists are taking
advantage of garbage’s infinite uses, but it’s not as
mainstream as it should be. When coming up with my
project, I wanted to figure out something that would
tackle not only the problem of trash, but something
that would be fun for the creator, too! My activity
supports inner wellness by promoting a fun and
simple craft for those in turmoil to do, while also
ultimately benefiting the earth. Creating this activity
has given me a new perspective on random trash I
find around my house. Instead of getting annoyed by
it, I see it as potential. I also now have my own mini
army of trash creatures!





Sara Jaurigue
Bag of Hope

I wanted my activity to not only help calm stress, but
also help solve problems. What I have realized is it is
so easy to compartmentalize and write off your
stress because you think that it will be easier. Stress
can tear away at a person, which I have seen
through strangers and friends. I did this activity to
not only help other people navigate their stress, but
also mine. I think we all could practice more on
creating habits that help support our own mental
health. This activity helps people realize what goals
they want to embody to reach a place where they
can feel emotionally and mentally stable. This activity
has helped me realize that stress is such a big factor
in mental health, but there are ways to help support
yourself through it too. I learned that I have
resources to help me, but I can also help myself.
Doing this activity taught me that I can be my own
support system, too. 





Christian Khing
Zen Garden

The OK Challenge really made me think about
providing others with a way to handle stress. The Zen
garden encourages mindfulness through slow,
repetitive motion. By raking patterns and arranging
stones, the mind naturally settles. It’s a hands-on way
to relieve anxiety, focus on the present, and create a
calming personal space. Zen gardens are easy to
personalize and share. They can be used anywhere
(on a desk, in a classroom, or as a group activity). It
makes wellness feel more accessible. Designing this
project brought clarity and peace. It was a reminder
that simple tools can make a big difference. The
process of creating something meant to inspire
calmness also brought a sense of purpose and joy. 





Stella Stowe
Zen Tangle

I like to doodle a lot but sometimes I feel a lot of
pressure in needing to make it perfect or erase and
try over again. With Zen Tangles I can just relax and
draw mindlessly. You can make a small one or a
huge one. Also, it isn’t too hard to stop and put down.
This activity helps me when I’m feeling stressed or
overstimulated. It’s a quiet thing I can do in class to
calm down.





Rae Thompson
Collage Mind Map

I came up with these projects by thinking about what
calms me down. One I use regularly and one is a
more silly/fun idea. My “How to Make a Character”
project is a great way to think about yourself and the
world around you and what kind of characters you’d
like to see, and my Candy Craft project can help
calm you down while you snack! The OK Challenge
has helped me see how my own habits can be turned
into helpful projects.







Thank you to all who participated in the challenge,
and to our allies and supporters:

the ok challenge is a program of ok you

OK You is a nonprofit that offers free creative resources 
for navigating big emotions and staying connected 
to our OK selves. Learn more about our programs 

and resources at okyou.org.


